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atrick Deshotels and his 
wife, Brooke, wanted to 
start a business their young 
daughters could one day 
join. So the couple settled 
on a concept based on 

mutual passions — cooking and salsa.

In 2015, the Louisiana Land Bank cus-
tomers formed 2 Sisters’ Salsa Company, 
named for the girls, Sarah, now 17, and 
Emily, 14. 

Today the family’s salsa products can be 
found on store shelves across the country. 
But the secret to their success still starts at 
home — with authentic Cajun recipes they 
perfected themselves.

Getting started 
Deshotels, a graduate of Louisiana State 
University, puts his agricultural business 
degree to good use — whether on his  
farm or when sourcing fresh ingredients 
for his salsa. 

Along with running 2 Sisters’, the 
Plaucheville resident farms crawfish, milo, 
rice, soybeans, sugar cane and wheat. 
Given this, a salsa business may seem like 
an unlikely choice. But it’s become big 
business for the family. 

“We love cooking together,” says Deshotels. 
“Over time, we customized our salsa 
recipes by adding our own blend of spices. 

PATRICK AND  
BROOKE DESHOTELS

2 Sisters’ Salsa 
Plaucheville, Louisiana 

Financing from Louisiana 
Land Bank enabled the 
Deshotels to grow their 
salsa business.

A RECIPE  
for success
A central Louisiana farm 
family finds a growing 
market for their salsa 
with a Cajun kick.

The Deshotels family founded  
2 Sisters’ Salsa Company in their 
home kitchen.When it came time 
to expand, they turned to Louisiana 
Land Bank. From left are Sarah, 
Brooke, Patrick and Emily. 
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Once we had a pretty good recipe, I was 
curious about the next step.”

The family then tested their products 
among friends and soon realized they  
had a winning formula. Next, they began 
bottling and selling the salsa under the  
2 Sisters’ brand. 

And the rest, as they say, is history. 

What began in the Deshotels’ kitchen  
has expanded into an industrial operation.  
The company’s five restaurant-style salsas 
— verde, honey, fiesta, jalapeño and  
original — are distributed in over 4,000 
stores across 20 states. And they employ 
six full-time and four part-time employees. 

Growing the business 
The Deshotels first became Louisiana 
Land Bank customers 20 years ago when 
the lender financed their home, the initial 
headquarters for 2 Sisters’. 

As the company grew, they needed more 
space. Once again, the couple turned to 
their local lender. This time Louisiana 
Land Bank financed a 6,500-square-foot 
production facility and a 10,500-square-
foot standalone warehouse. The new 
warehouse gives 2 Sisters’ room to store 
their product.

The production facility is an automated 
operation where the salsa is cooked and 
bottled. 2 Sisters’ manufactured 800,000 
jars of salsa in 2020 and expects to double 
that number by the end of this year. 

“We built the production facility to 
meet current and future demands,” says 
Deshotels. 

David Bergeron, the couple’s loan officer, 
isn’t surprised by the salsa company’s 
success.

“I’ve worked with Patrick and Brooke for 
years. And I knew anything they touched 
would be successful,” says Bergeron, 
Louisiana Land Bank vice president and 
branch manager in Opelousas. 

Expanding the 
marketplace 
Deshotels wants to sell their product 
directly to restaurants and eventually 

expand 2 Sisters’ 
internationally. 

“Our main goal 
is to promote our 
brand by con-
tinuing to push 
our unique salsa 
flavors,” says 
Deshotels. “We’re 
offering grocery 
store aisle serv-
ings to introduce 
consumers to the 
salsa. As long as 
our products are 
featured promi-
nently in stores,  

we feel we can build a business for quite 
some time.”

Keeping the  
shelves stocked 
Getting a customer to stray from their 
shopping list and try a new product  
takes work. It falls on 2 Sisters’ sales and 
marketing team to push the product 
through promotions.  

“The average shopper is preprogrammed 
to buy what they’re used to at the grocery 
store,” Deshotels says. “It takes about 10 
years to build brand recognition. Along 
with selling the product at a great price 
point, we run ads, use social media and 
depend on the support of management at 
the stores we sell in.”

The company has found success. But 
Deshotels isn’t one to become complacent. 

“You haven’t won the game just by  
getting your product on the shelf,” says 
Deshotels. “Each time we see our salsa  
in a new market, we know all the work  
is worth it. It’s exciting.”    PD

Visit 2sisterssalsa.com to purchase salsa or 
find recipes made with the products.

Using authentic Cajun recipes, 2 Sisters’ offers five different salsa flavors — original, honey, fiesta, 
jalapeño and verde. 

No longer a home-based operation, 2 Sisters’ now manufactures its salsa 
in a high-tech production facility in Plaucheville. 
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For more information, contact  
your local Louisiana Land  
Bank branch office.

Optimism that Inspires
If you take the time to visit with someone in agriculture and land 
ownership in rural Louisiana, you will quickly realize you’re talking to an 
eternal optimist. Yes, that first sign of dust kicking up behind the pickup 
truck will make anyone fret about the need for rain. But the reality is, 
folks in agriculture are some of the most optimistic people in America.

Will Rogers once said, “the farmer has to be an optimist, or he wouldn’t 
still be a farmer.” And award-winning novelist Brian Brett said, “Farming 
is a profession of hope.” These quotes are so true. 

The level of faith required to place a seed in the ground realizing the 
potential for stress is endless throughout the growing season. But our 

farmers do this year after year. This year is a classic example. After experiencing numerous storms, 
hurricanes and even a historic winter freeze and ice event, the conversations I have had with our 
farmers are full of optimism for this crop season.

Those involved in the timber industry take this to the extreme. Planting a seedling tree with the 
realization it will not be harvested for years is inspirational. Many times these farmers plant  
knowing it will not be them who benefits financially. Instead it will be the next generation who 
gathers the harvest.

This optimism extends beyond traditional agriculture. Louisiana Land Bank provides financing 
for many across our state who enjoy hunting, fishing and land ownership. Their tracts of land are 
often managed to maximize the wildlife habitat by planting food plots, thinning forests, establishing 
bedding areas and creating access to water for wildlife. Oddly enough, you get the same sense of 
optimism that this year will be the year they harvest that large deer or trophy bass.

At Louisiana Land Bank, we share this same passion and optimism. Our teams across the state 
work diligently to finance agriculture and recreational operations. We understand the pride of land 
ownership, responsible stewardship and a job well done. And we enjoy our part in making your goals 
and dreams become reality. 

Erich Wehrenberg, from Oklahoma State University, once made a simple but powerful statement 
when he said, “The farm is part of me.” 

It is part of Louisiana Land Bank, too! 

F. Stephen Austin
Chief Executive Officer
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Administrative
P.O. Box 4806 (71211)
2413 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA 71201
(318) 387-7535
(318) 388-3023 fax

Alexandria
P.O. Box 7578 (71306)
3640 Bayou Rapides Road
Alexandria, LA 71303
(318) 442-8896
(318) 442-8898 fax

Arcadia
P.O. Box 450
594 Gap Farm Road, Suite A
Arcadia, LA 71001
(318) 263-2265
(318) 263-9191 fax

Crowley
P.O. Box 1857 (70527)
408 N. Parkerson Ave., Suite A
Crowley, LA 70526
(337) 783-0466
(337) 783-0540 fax

Hammond
P.O. Box 37 (70404)
810 C.M. Fagan Drive, Suite B
Hammond, LA 70403
(985) 542-1142
(985) 542-1107 fax

Monroe
P.O. Box 4875 (71211)
2411 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA 71201
(318) 387-0636
(318) 387-3689 fax

Opelousas
P.O. Box 432 (70571)
5073 I-49 South Service Road
Opelousas, LA 70570
(337) 942-1461
(337) 942-1103 fax

Port Allen
P.O. Box 1208
3517 Hwy. 1 South
Port Allen, LA 70767
(225) 749-3522
(225) 749-8888 fax

Shreveport
P.O. Box 5009 (71135)
2137 E. Bert Kouns Ind. Loop
Shreveport, LA 71105
(318) 524-2900
(318) 524-2904 fax

Tallulah
P.O. Box 448 (71284)
72 Hwy. 65 South
Tallulah, LA 71282
(318) 574-5800
(318) 574-4251 fax

Winnsboro
P.O. Box 518
4255 Front St.
Winnsboro, LA 71295
(318) 435-5308
(318) 435-7406 fax Part of the Farm Credit System

LouisianaLandBank.com
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Refer a New Customer and Receive $200
Louisiana Land Bank would like to thank you, our 
stockholders, for referring new customers to the 
association. If your referral meets the following 
guidelines, you may become eligible to receive a $200 
Visa gift card.

To be eligible for the gift card, you must meet the 
following guidelines:

• The referral must be a new customer of the 
association

• The loan must close within six (6) months of the 
initial notification

• The loan must be at least $25,000

• Only one reward will be paid per new customer

• For regulatory reasons, referrals are not permissible 
on consumer-purpose loans — those loans where 
the proceeds are used for personal/consumer 
purposes rather than for agricultural/business 
purposes

Note: All referrals may be submitted through our 
website, louisianalandbank.com.

Record Cash Patronage Distributed to Stockholders
Louisiana Land Bank distributed 
$11.4 million in patronage to eligible 
stockholders in March based on our 
strong 2020 financial results last year. It 
was the largest patronage distribution in 
our history.

We understand the many stresses endured 
by stockholders in 2020. To help, our 
board of directors approved the record 
cash refund. This represented 1.35% of 
borrowers’ average loan balance — well 
above the 1.00% we have historically paid.  

Patronage is a key benefit of financing 
with a cooperative lender — you receive a 
portion of our earnings. The size of your 
patronage check depends on the amount 
of business you do with us — not the 
number of shares you purchase, like with 
an investor-owned company.

So, it’s easy to see that this patronage 
program is just one more reason it pays to 
do business with Louisiana Land Bank! 

The Louisiana Land Bank board of directors and CEO Stephen Austin, right, proudly commemorate 
the record patronage returned to stockholders.



Watch Recorded Sessions from Young Ag Producers Event
Louisiana Land Bank sponsored 
the 2nd Annual Young Producers 
Conference, which was held  
virtually this year. Recorded sessions 
can be accessed on our website, 
louisianalandbank.com. 

Dr. David Kohl and Eric 
Snodgrass shared their insightful 
expertise around the theme, 
“From Cybervillage – Economics, 
Management and Weather 
UNPLUGGED.”

Snodgrass is the Principal Atmospheric Scientist for Nutrien Ag 
Solutions. He is also a co-founder of Global Weather and Climate 
Logistic, LLC and Agrible, Inc. which were both acquired by 
Nutrien Ag Solutions in 2018. Before transitioning to Nutrien 

Ag Solutions, Snodgrass was the 
Director of Undergraduate Studies 
for the Department of Atmospheric 
Sciences at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign from  
2006-2019.

Kohl is Professor Emeritus of 
Agricultural Finance and Small 
Business Management and 
Entrepreneurship at Virginia Tech. 
He’s a two-time winner of the 
American Agricultural Economics 

Association’s Teaching Award. Kohl is also president of 
AgriVisions, LLC, an ag consulting firm. Dr. Kohl’s wisdom and 
engagement with all levels of the agriculture industry provide a 
unique perspective into future agricultural trends.

Dr. David Kohl Eric Snodgrass

Louisiana Land Bank 
Awards Ag Scholarship 
Louisiana Land Bank CEO Stephen 
Austin presented the Louisiana 
Agricultural Consultants Association 
recipient with a $2,000 scholarship. 

The 2021 recipient, Elijah Ward, is a 
senior at the University of Louisiana 
at Monroe majoring in agribusiness. 
Upon graduation, Elijah plans to obtain 
his consultants license and continue 
working with his dad’s consulting firm, 
Ward Crop Consulting, and farming 
operations in Franklin Parish.

Good Neighbors Making Fences 
Last fall, southwest Louisiana farms were devastated by three hurricanes. 
Louisiana Land Bank’s board of directors approved a substantial donation  
to help. 

The financial gift went toward the purchase of new fencing and supplies for 
southwest Louisiana agricultural growers and producers. CEO Stephen Austin 
coordinated the purchase and delivery along with the Louisiana Cattlemen’s 
Association. New fencing and supplies were delivered to the Beauregard Parish 
Fairground site for distribution.Elijah Ward

CEO Stephen Austin delivers supplies to help with storm relief.
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Mason Todd
Loan Officer Associate, Tallulah Branch Office

Mason joined the Tallulah team as loan officer 
associate. He graduated from LSU in Baton Rouge 
with a bachelor’s degree in agribusiness. He’s a 
lifelong resident of Tallulah.

Devin Rivere
Office Administrator I, Monroe Administrative Office

Devin joined the administrative/accounting team 
as office administrator I. She has a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from Nicholls State University 
in Thibodaux. Devin has more than 11 years of 
experience in the banking industry and currently 

resides in Monroe with her husband, Robert, and son, Bentley.

Damon Smith
Credit Analyst, Monroe Administrative Office

Damon joined the administrative/credit team 
as credit analyst. He has a bachelor’s degree 
in finance and an MBA from Louisiana Tech 
University. Damon has more than four years 
of credit analysis/credit risk experience having 

previously worked for Origin Bank. He and his wife, Lauren, reside 
in West Monroe.

Congratulations to Keith Post on His Retirement 
After 38 years of service to Louisiana 
Land Bank, Vice President and 
Regional Sales Manager Keith Post 
retired in June.

Post, a native of Tallulah and a 
Louisiana Tech University graduate, 
began his career with Louisiana Land 
Bank in February 1983 as a lender 
servicing East Carroll and Madison 
parishes. He later managed the 
Tallulah and Monroe offices for many 
years before being promoted in 2015 
to regional sales manager for the northern Louisiana Land 
Bank branches.

Keith was a proven leader and an inspiration to our lenders. 
He will be greatly missed. But Louisiana Land Bank 
employees do wish him the very best during his retirement!
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Promotions 
Clay Hebert 
Vice President & Branch Manager 
Port Allen Branch Office 

Clay was promoted to vice president and branch 
manager of the Port Allen office in February 
2021. Previously, Clay served as a loan officer 
for the association in our Crowley office for 
three years. He’s been with our Port Allen office 
since 2016.  

Robert Crotty 
Vice President & Branch Manager 
Alexandria Branch Office 

Robert was promoted to vice president and 
branch manager of the Alexandria office in 
April 2021. Previously, Robert served as senior 
loan officer for the Alexandria office.

Shonda Atwood, Senior Loan Administrator 

Chelsea Hayward, Accountant II

New Team Members
Justin Lachney
Loan Officer, Alexandria Branch Office

Justin joined the Alexandria team as 
loan officer. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in business management from 
Louisiana Tech University. He has more 
than five years of lending experience, 

having worked for First Federal Bank of Louisiana, Regions 
Bank, and First South Farm Credit in Alexandria. During his 
banking tenure, he held various positions from loan officer to 
branch manager. Justin, his wife, Rachel, and family currently 
reside in Dry Prong.

Michael Lemoine
Loan Officer, Opelousas Branch Office

Michael joined the Opelousas team as 
loan officer. He brings experience as a 
financial center manager with Hancock 
Whitney Bank and a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Michael earned his 

bachelor’s degree in business administration from LSU-
Alexandria and an MBA with a concentration in accounting 
from LSU-Shreveport. Additionally, he is a captain with the 
Louisiana Air National Guard where he’s served for more 
than 12 years. Michael, his wife, Sarah, and family currently 
reside in Ville Platte.
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